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ONE HUNBRER AN THREE MEARS OF SERVICE

T IS one hundred and three years since Allegheny

Cemetery was incorporated, it having been chartered
on April 24, 1844. The act of incorporation was approved
by Governor David R. Porter and ended ten years of
activity by Dr. James R. Speer and his associates to
establish a cemetery to serve the cities of Pittsburgh and
Allegheny. Dr. Speer had visited the cities along the
Atlantic Coast from Boston to Washington and was
largely responsible for keeping alive the interest that
finally crystallized in this organization.

Allegheny Cemetery was the fourth institution of
its kind in the United States. Its charter was drawn by
the Hon. Richard Biddle, an eminent lawyer, who served
as its first President.

In the beginning, Col. Bayard’'s homestead farm of
one hundred acres was selected as the site, and to this
original purchase were later added other tracts, purchased
from Mrs. Mowry, the heirs of Richard Biddle, William
Young, Mrs. Semple, and the Schenley estate, altogether
three hundred acres.

The grounds were dedicated on September 20, 1845,
and the first interments were made in that month. Since
then more than 83,000 burials have been made, and there
are additional acres making provision for years to come.

Originally intended as a rural burial place, the Cem-
ctery was located some miles away from the city proper.
In the intervening years, the city has overtaken and
surrounded it and now stretches far beyond. As the estab-



Group of buildings with tower at the Penn Avenue entrance

The Butler Street entrance, looking toward the street



lishment of new cemeteries within the city limits is now
prohibited by law, Allegheny Cemetery is truly a heri-
tage from the past to be cherished and preserved through-
out the years.

Allegheny Cemetery lies between Stanton Avenue
and the Schenley estate on the north and east, Penn
Avenue on the south, and St. Margaret's Hospital, Law-
renceville Park and Butler Street on the west. There are
two main gateways, one on Butler Street and one on
Penn Avenue. At each entrance, there is a chapel, where
services may be held. There is a handsome and complete
receiving vault and a modern greenhouse system, where
the thousands of plants used in the Cemetery are grown.

The Cemetery is divided into forty-ecight sections
and offers space for single grave interments at moderate
cost as well as larger plots, according to individual re-
quirements. There are no sectarian distinctions and there
1s no discrimination. Here both rich and poor alike may
secure a resting place for their dead.

For cach lot purchased an individual deed is given.
Many lot owners have endowed them, thus assuring
constant care for the lot itself, its memorials, and its
shrubs and flowers.

Under the Cemetery's charter, no profit results from
its operation for the benefit of any individual. All its
moneys are used for maintenance, or improvements, or
are passed to surplus as a permanent fund for its support.
None of the Managers, or Incorporators, receive any
compensation.

As the years have passed and the Cemetery has be-
come surrounded by the industrial activities of modern
life, its beauty has been lost to many of the people. As a
reminder, the Board of Managers issues an illustrative
booklet approximately once a generation. It is hoped that
the present one will serve as an invitation to all who re-
ceive it to visit Allegheny Cemetery and discover its
quiet charm and restful beauty. The Cemetery is open to
visitors daily.
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The fountain near the

Butler Street entrance

Allegheny Cemetery in early spring



Japanese cherry blossoms



The frst private mausoleum

erected within the cemetery

A modern mausoleum

after the Egyptian manner




An endowed lot . . . . smooth lawns, well-kept graves and lots, with beautiful monuments against a background of shrubbery



More than fifteen miles of roadways
make every section accessible



The grave of Stephen C. Foster
in the family lot

A curve in the drive



Our soldier dead

Grave of the
unknown soldier



A characteristic vista






Memorials lining drives
and pathways




Order and beauty combinea



Stately memorials on gentle slopes



Greek and Egyptian Temples



Looking toward the Penn Avenue entrance
in early spring, showing recently
improved acreage

Allegheny’s acres of forest
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